Gabrielle Christina LeBlanc
feathersandmoss@gmail.com
(310) 489-8802

Objective: To find a work-trade opportunity to hone my agricultural skills and allow for further development of my career in land stewardship.  I would like to find a place to live where I can work with the land, plants, and animals, adapting to new challenges and always learning.  My education gave me practical hands-on experience and I am looking forward to extending my knowledge of sustainable and biodynamic practices.

Education:  Bachelor of Animal Science, Specialization in Livestock and Dairy at University of California, Davis

Experience

Farm Hand
Coco Ranch
9147 Currie Rd, Davis CA
Reference: Coco and Greg House
(530) 753-3361
2011-Present

At Coco Ranch I was put to work taking care of the vegetable crops for food and for seed, flax fields, and pasture.  I was also designing infrastructure for milking our sheep, building an outdoor kitchen, digging and developing a pond, and doing routine care for the sheep and trees.  Additionally I was teaching myself new grazing techniques, herbal and alternative veterinary medicine, and ethnobotany.


Livestock Manager
McCormack Sheep and Grain
7682 Montezuma Hills Road, Rio Vista CA
Reference: Jeanne McCormack
jeannemac@frontiernet.net
2011-2012

I was managing 3,000 sheep, 200 goats, and nearly 4,000 acres of pasture rotated with wheat and barley.  We had a few hundred acres of wine grapes as well.  I was responsible for attending health problems, repairing and building fences, repairing irrigation, and planning for the future.  Weather was unpredictable that year, and we had a drought through the winter and I learned a lot of problem-solving strategies when you can’t depend on water.

Student Shepherd
UC Davis Sheep Facility
Reference: Dana Van Liew
dbvanliew@ucdavis.edu
(530) 2193-682
2009-2010

I lived at the Sheep Facility, tending a herd of 300 ewes and a few rams.  During the two lambing seasons there I was responsible for night checks, pulling lambs, performing ultrasounds, vaccinations, shearing, and routine husbandry.  In the summer I ran the irrigation and managed grazing.

Garden Director, Activities Coordinator
Experimental College Garden, UC Davis
Reference: Lauren Cockrell
lrcockrell@ucdavis.edu
(530) 401-12366
2010-2011

My job here is difficult to describe in few words.  I provided the gardeners with irrigation, clean tools, clear paths, and resources such as mulch and manure.  Additionally, long-term projects ranged from surveying new garden plots to rebuilding the entire front of the garden.  Networking with the gardeners, teaching workshops and leading tours of the garden was also my responsibility.  I learned how to repair tools,  control pests nonviolently, landscape native trees and plants, build fences, and take care of fruit trees, grapes, and other crops.

Additional Skills

Language: English, French, and Spanish
Operating system proficiency: Mac, Windows, Linux
Fiber Proficiency: Knitting, spinning, felting, sewing, crochet, dyeing, and wool processing
